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All over the world, there are various organized crime groups. However, the Russian Organized Crime (ROC) has some unmatched characteristics compared to other crime groups. First, the Russian Organized Crime is well connected to security agencies and the state. Second, the Russian Organized Crime does not operate directly in the streets but instead offers support to other organized gangs. Therefore, the primary purpose of ROC is to provide services and act as facilitators of criminal activities by using other gangs. Third, unlike other organized crime groups, the Russian Organized Crime (ROC) does not operate mainly by its name but by networks and connections. Lastly, the ROC does not have a specific hierarchy or structure within their organization and only comes together for interest.
The ROC groups are primarily found in the San Francisco Bay area and Los Angeles area. The location of ROC in these areas in the U.S. is because the highest number of Russian Immigrants in the U.S is located in the mentioned regions, making it easier for their operations.
The Russian Organized Crime (ROC) is engaged in various types of criminal activities. ROC is involved in drug trafficking. It is said that ROC is leading in heroin trafficking across the European streets. The ROC is also engaged in the trafficking of goods like the importation of illegal weapons and people. They are also involved in cybersecurity, sponsoring gang groups, money fraud, and even assassination of targeted individuals.
However, law enforcement agencies such as police and other intelligence personnel find it difficult to deal with ROC compared to other Organized Crime groups. First, the ROC works closely with some of the law enforcement groups and politicians. This makes it challenging to deal with them. Secondly, unlike other Organized Crime groups, the ROC operates in shadow form: ROC does not operate directly in the streets but sponsors and facilitates other gangs to perform the crimes. This strategy makes it difficult for law enforcers to find them. Finally, ROC operates in a loose structure, though well connected. This means that they lack a hierarchy within their organization and only group while on a joint mission.
